
Thoreau, and an influence on 
the Transcendental move-
ment of the mid 19th century. 

The building was de-
signed by Elbridge Boyden in 
English Gothic style and in-
cludes works by LaFarge, 
MacDonald, Belcher  and 
Saint Gaudens.  The rare nine 
bell chime original to the 
building made by the Blake 
foundry  was a gift of Mrs. 
Alfred Smith.  The top of the 
steeple is the tallest point in 
Newport, reaching 130 feet 
above ground at the top of 
the hill on Pelham Street. 

The preservation nomina-
tion focused on the restora-
tion of the steeple. The stee-
ple is made of granite with a 
brick lining which had dete-
riorated to the point of col-
lapse due to the effects of 
freeze/thaw cycles and light-
ening strikes.  This condition 
was first discovered when 
bricks in the lining fell inside 
the tower causing the bells to 
sound at odd hours.  Once 
the problem was discovered a 
reinforcing girdle was in-
stalled as a temporary meas-
ure to try to prevent the 
stones from toppling down.  
Discussion of alternatives 
during those years included 

(Continued on page  7) 

NRF Preservation Awards 
were given to residential 
properties on the Hill, Chan-
ning Memorial Church is also 
considered an important con-
tributing building in the 
Newport Historic District.  It 
was built in 1880 as a memo-
rial to William Ellery Chan-
ning, a native of Newport.  
He was a descendant of the 
prominent Ellery and Chan-
ning families and was bap-
tized in 1780 by family friend 
Rev. Ezra Stiles in the Second 
Congregational Church on 
Clarke Street when Stiles 
returned to Newport after 
the British evacuated the city.  
Channing became a promi-
nent minister in the Unitarian 
Church, serving at the Ar-
lington Street Church in Bos-
ton for most of his life.  He 
was a friend of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Henry David 

LET THE BELLS RING !  CHANNING  CHURCH  INSPIRES US ALL 

H ILL  A SSOCIATION   

P.O . BOX  658, N EWPORT , RI 02840  

SPRING 2010 VOLUME 4; ISSUE   1 

SCENE ON  THE HILL 

Board Members 

Win Smith, President 

Alexandra Allardt, VP 

Bill Farrell, Treasurer 

Federico Santi, Secretary 

Liz Doucette 

Kelly Clemens 

Helen Harris 

Jackie Barratt 

Ralph McClusky 

I N  THIS  I SSUE: 

Channing church  1 

Presidentõs Message 2 

Welcome New  

Members & Residents  

3 

Touro Park Lights  4 

Historical Society  6 

Newport in bloom  8 

Clean UP Day  9 

Congregational 

church  

11 

Steeple musings  12 

Mill st garden shop  12 

Old stone mill  15 

Community profile  15 

Animal patrol  16 

  

Congratulations to  Chan-
ning Church for winning  a 
prestigious 2010 NRF Preser-
vation Award.  The award 
will be presented at the Sep-
tember 10th award ceremony 
at Rough Point and makes 
four in a row for preserva-
tions project on the Hill. 
Channingõs efforts are a visi-
ble demonstration of the  
preservation stewardship and 
their commitment  to the 
value of preservation and 
rehabilitation of  the Hillõs 
historic properties. A hearty 
thank you is expressed  in 
particular appreciation for 
the patience of area 
neighbors, especially Pam 
Giroux who withstood the 
months of inconvenience 
from noise, workmen , vehi-
cles and construction debris. 

While the  past three 



 

 Newportõs future 
in many ways depends very 
much on its past, including 
the appropriate preserva-
tion of our wonderful 
properties and neighbor-
hood assets.  We are confi-
dent our efforts, along 
with others in supporting 
this effort, will a benefit to 
us all. There is a lot more 
to mention, but enough 
said here.  We look for-
ward to seeing all of you at 
our annual Garden Party.  
The date is June 19th with a 
rain date on the 20th.  This 
year we will meet at David 
Rayõs,  118 Mill Street.  
Invitations are in the mail .  

Please mark it on your Cal-
endar. 

 Finally, I am asking 
each of you to consider 
being more active in your 
neighborhood by volun-
teering. We need your 
help! Itõs always a pleasure 
to have new people join in 
as they always bring fresh 
ideas and new opportuni-
ties.  Just give any one of 
us a call.  The Board is 
listed on our Web Site with 
telephone numbers or 
email addresses.  We 
would very much like to 
hear from you. 

Win Smith,  

President 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 
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Itõs that time of year; 
buds are coming out eve-
rywhere, boats are begin-
ning to navigate into the 
Harbor, itõs light out 
when you awake, and our 
winter-away neighbors 
are beginning to journey 
back to Historic Hill.  
The first time cleanup of 
my patio is actually a 
pleasant experience, 
unlike the more tedious 
one in the Fall, getting rid 
of all those leaves! 

Scene on The Hill is 
full of information.  From 
goings on in our 
neighborhood, including 
an update on Channing 
Church,  to news about 
our new shops, to whatõs 
going on with our con-
tinuing project - the 
Walking Tour Signs, to 
recipes from our own 
B&B Association, to last 
yearõs Newport In Bloom 
winners featuring gardens 
entered from the Hill, 
and of course a favorite of 
many of us, our Animal 
Patrol Column.  This 
Scene on the Hill will give 
all of us interesting read-
ing on whatõs happening 

on The Hill. Speaking of 
whatõs been going on, the 
following are just a few of 
many activities that your 
Hill Association has taken 
on since our last Newslet-
ter. 

The flag in Touro Park 
now shines at night, lit up 
by a new lamp donated by 
The Hamilton Trust.  
Working with Kate Leo-
nard, our Councilor, we 
were successful in finally 
making that happen.  And 
we continue to fund new 
flags as we have for over 
six years. 

Our Web Site is grow-
ing. There is a brand new 
Face Book Page. I hope 
you will both give it a try, 
and mention it to others.  
Search for it under our 
facebook title òHistoric 
Hill Association of New-
portó. Board members 
Kelly Clemens and Liz 
Doucette are moving that 
along. We are arranging 
Links to other interesting 
Sites in Newport that 
should give us additional 
information whenever you 
go to our Site, newporthil-
lassociation.org.  Bill Far-
rell, our Treasurer, is re-
sponsible for the overall 
maintenance of the Site. 

Some of you are aware 
of the effort your Hill As-
sociation put into support-
ing a City Historic Planner 
position.  As we all know, 

Thanks to work by Hill Board members Fedrico Santi, Win 
Smith and  Councilor Kate Leonard the  flag is lit in Touro 
Park at night.  Funding for the light was provided by the 
Hamilton Foundation.  The Hill Association purchases a 
new flag annually on behalf of our membership. 
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It is a beautiful summer 
day.  As I walk up Pelham 
Street, on my way to 
Touro Park, earlier events 
are going through my 
mind.  I have a warm feel-
ing about todayõs sched-
uled photo opportunity.  
The past events in my 
mind were not part of any 
plan.  Yet todayõs gather-
ing in the Park is somehow 
a result of them and an 
event to which I am look-
ing forward. 

It was more than a year 
ago.  The Hill Association 
would have its usually 
scheduled monthly board 
meeting.  A city official 
had asked if he could at-
tend and review with us 
options for the paths in 
Touro Park.  The paths 
were asphalt, old, and in 
desperate need of repair.  
The discussion was infor-
mative, friendly, yet with-
out many options.  At the 
end of the discussion, it 
was apparent that cement 
seemed the only choice 
open to the City.  We 
could only acquiesce, as 
brick had been discussed 
and deemed too expensive. 

One morning a crew 
arrived to tear up the old 
asphalt paths.  Some 
neighbors on the Park, 
who had not been made 
aware, called the City and 
arranged a meeting in the 
Park for the next morning.  

After some discussion the 
same result was reached as 
in our earlier meeting: 
cement.  A month later the 
project was completed.  
Improvements were made 
such as platforms for addi-
tional memorial benches, 
resulting in mostly positive 
comments from neighbors.   
At the earlier Park meet-
ing, however, another is-
sue had come up.  The old 
period lamps in the Park 
had been turned off as they 
were deemed unsafe.  
What could be done about 
that? 

Having first raised the 
issue, the Friends of Touro 
Park, a group of neighbors 
with homes on the Park, 
had come up with a plan 
which included a proposal 
for upgrading the lamps, to 
be managed by a local con-
tractor.  Funds had been 
offered from The Hamil-
ton Trust.  One of several 
challenges was with Na-
tional Grid, who had re-
sponsibility for the lamps.  
Another issue came from 
some who believed that an 
overall Park Plan should 
first be undertaken to ad-
dress all the needs of the 
Park before deciding on 
one project.    

Meetings and discussion 
continued for several 
months.  The final result 
was to go ahead with re-
placing the old lamps. The 
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lamps are now installed.  
They are new yet appear 
historic to the casual ob-
server. They were selected 
from several alternatives 
that National Grid was 
willing to install and main-
tain, a critical element for 
a go-ahead.  However, one 
last effort was soon to take 
place to complete this 
neighborhood tale. 

For more than eight 
years The Hill Association 
has purchased American 
flags for the flag pole in 
Touro Park.  Discussions 
have continued over the 
proper need to lower the 
flag at night, since there 
was no light on the flag.  
We never had success con-
vincing a volunteer to 
commit to this task.  Over 
the years I would, admit-
tedly, take the side of leav-
ing the flag up, arguing 
civic patriotism over mili-
tary etiquette.  The result 
had been to leave the flag 
up and, as best we could, 
smooth over the infre-
quent comment that would 
result.  More recently, a 
retired navy person, stay-
ing at an inn on the Park, 
complained rather strongly 
to the owner, who then 
called the City.  We de-
cided to take the flag 
down. 

 At the next board 
meeting we voted to look 
into, somehow, getting a 

A HAPPY ENDING : A NEIGHBORHOOD  TALE light installed in order for 
the flag to finally be flown 
properly.  The challenge: 
we did not have the money 
to do this; and it was not 
covered in any City budget. 

Not long after our meet-
ing, a board member had a 
conversation with our City 
Councilor who had been 
responsible for moving the 
new Park lamps project for-
ward.  The conversation 
included a reference to our 
Associationõs desire to in-
stall a spotlight for the flag.  
It was suggested that there 
was some monies left over 
from the private funding of 
the lamp project.  I sent a 
letter to the Councilor con-
firming the conversation.  
The result was an approval 
to proceed. 

Entering Touro Park on 
this beautiful summer day, 
the events which preceded 
todayõs photo-op continue 
in my thoughts.  Rico Santi, 
is  joined by Kate Leonard, 
our Councilor, and Mrs. 
Dorrance Hamilton of the 
Hamilton Trust.  Photos of 
us raising a new flag are 
taken; a symbolic thank you 
to the Hamilton Trust for 
their support of the new 
Park lamps and the spotlight 
for the flag.  Personal thanks 
are offered and accepted.  
Everyone appears to enjoy 
the occasion.  It is a simple 
yet rewarding  experience, 
thus ending this neighbor-
hood taleé..for now. 

Win Smith 

 


